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Expository Writing 20: To What Problem Is
ChatGPT the Solution?

What does it mean for a college education if ChatGPT can pass exams and
write essays? What jobs will disappear as generative Al becomes more
sophisticated, and what jobs will emerge? Do you want to watch a movie
featuring Al-generated versions of your favorite stars, speaking lines
generated by ChatGPT? Should tech companies be able to use your written
work to train their Al tools? What role should the government play, if any, in
regulating generative Al tools? Since ChatGPT was released in November
2022, experts and pundits have raised these questions and many others,
predicting that generative Al will lead to everything from the extinction of
the human race = to unprecedented prosperity & to a society mired in
disinformation, bias, and inequality. = In this course, we'll consider a wide
range of arguments by Al ethicists, scholars, writers, and practitioner:
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But what happens when we're not teaching about AI?
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Instead of

A workshop in four questions: s

what Al can
do, let's start
with what we

are trying to
do in the first

Why do we teach writing?
What problems are we trying to solve
in the way we teach writing?

Can Al solve any of these problems?
What problems does Al create?
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Workshop Goals: Begin a conversation with yourself and others

1. Think about what problems you need to solve and
whether Al is a solution/potential solution

2. Think about what problems Al is causing (cognitive offloading, etc.) and how
you might solve those problems.

3. Leave with something you want to try, with or without Al

4. Crowdsource ideas

5

To what (writing) problem is Al the solution?



https://padlet.com/janerosenzweigwrites/to-what-writing-problem-is-ai-the-solution-s023ky8to10kagnwejn1

( )
Any writing
connect the . . .o activity that
lived What are you trying to do when you teach /assign writing? incorporated
experience This is what GenAl should
with language o RO first include
guage. came up with I want my to clearly ..
identify a human writing|
I want students to
Iwant X purpose, and always
I want students to students to I'want to think about audience & include an
students to be iking and understand  Students know g kil CAREELS evaluative
able to figure I've not been. how to how to put they love and messaging .
able to do that . X that is reflection on
out what they hard work confront a ideas and what makes it Hoctiv Al output
think Connect ideas unlessuthey blank page thoughts in great erectve
actually sit Iwant
" I;Vﬂl:t " }:hrg;gah tth:f words stude;r:s ‘L‘:bee
students to ar rts
pratice WriFing. and Help students t:;l‘:lta(ze
organizing BRI Support adult familiarize complex ideas
R clarify their Help students Students to ESOL learners themselves "o
strong Il S st thoughts/think see writing as communicate scientific to be able to with different coherently
arguments. ‘P oG e e o a self- thinking/methods/findi ST ¢ and creatively.
gain confidence way that vou di g iy m ) genres o
in writing Y Y oAy accurately. Personal style their ld.eaS n writing I want
cannot do process is nice to have but not Engllsh
. . students to
I want without slowing required. writing 1
down and explore
students to For students
e writing it down
fi Students need to understand
confidence ) : the many
that they to internalize I want my urposes of
understand R h""f’ i students to v w?i tin To help
enough about ERT B PR e acation see how make mistakes includin g’i o students
writing to S are S';ll'ldli'nts ° dlffe:.nt e grammar, (Frtier role in he? ing develop and
make s o are thinking putting c from those o express their
ind — their brains about a topic sentences in diction, o us think ideas
ndependen Sonhagiea statistically syntax, style, ’ through ideas
d«;msflons mn decide what to likely word etc can affect
the future do next orders an argument
\ J

6 To what (writing) problem is Al the solution?

@ EE .ff

Padiet


https://padlet.com/janerosenzweigwrites/to-what-writing-problem-is-ai-the-solution-s023ky8to10kagnwejn1

( )

Encourage
productive o o o A
—eo AThat would you like to be able to do better when teaching /assigning
43 o Always trying
writing? (What problems are you trying to solve?) . t0 design the
. . course to
help students viewasa . . I'am trying to how to incentivi
. | centivize
eenhe 1 would like to f;:szs::::l‘lz i shnotjust help students capture a revision
difference have the (Cortn th‘{v kat y<f)ll : develop the have ideas to uniquely
IreEen magic power product b 1 (1)<r eel, capability to discuss and human voice help the
opinion and to make entib) W EEELIE D build scientific have a point of et
ke students enjoy argument arguments view writer become
the difficulty to help (th(?ughts i . How to more
of writing students see el can be clarify the el PR il confident -
) that revising part of it) purpose of and write a h i
Prion g convey that and iterating _every Giving coherent cant e?too
between what expressive is how all I want my How t.O assignment to Feedback argument help?
le:i;rgeto value of writers SGES (® communicate encourage suppt())rrtmg a
thei fringd improve and cle . =ep .
profe:slironal writing is far that this understand what if t}}e 'ement, pushing back
work (e.g. more than any process what they problem is: y-in help stud  against an Heg? stu;ller:ts
. . . . -asp tha
”Z:an‘i‘if i . grade it might ke il really want to everyone is expres idea. writing is hard
that is tech Helping earn. of work! say using Al to themsel and you have
writing?) students * q svelop their q to stay with
metacog; WL jroopte with more the trouble
understafld . g everything? 1que voice c]arity and and practice,
hov‘./ their sl tracing/1 - concision pl;:zttllzi
(own) ideas are Maintaint students to ng .
laintaining
undensteed . HOYE EWEY . Students
awareness of Using monologue ;
I want where from A N understand I would like to
1ced social justice vs. dialogue (i.e., .
students to gtudenisiig translated J that you don't provide
. € guide students in the thinking to issues blank page vs. .
abandon their to develop development IKINg | chat/conversation). start out meaningful
guilt and ideas and be i writing in knowing what feedback to
shame about difteto writing skills English you think students more
support them d thinki i
vernacular (Gt siogy) quickly )

7 To what (writing) problem is Al the solution?

3

33
tigs
]

A
b

@ EE .ff

Padiet


https://padlet.com/janerosenzweigwrites/to-what-writing-problem-is-ai-the-solution-s023ky8to10kagnwejn1

For discussion: How will you solve the problems that you've

identified?

I
experimented
with making a
chatbot to Pros: Addresses a real problem:
help my .

Case study: The thesis stress tester chatbot SR (S aR 4184 Students need help with
a problem counterargument
they often
have:'tc;l)mmg Cons: Students thought this

: up WI n . . n
@ arguments would be a "productivity" tool.
Thesis Stress Tester against their When it wasn't, many said they

own preferred talking to me and

Helps students test if their thesis is arguable, analytical, and arguments. L.

evidence-based in three steps. eaCh Other abOllt thelr ldeaS.
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Guiding Questions

Is this a problem you want to try to solve with AI?
Or a problem that Al is causing?

What is the problem?

Can AI help me solve this problem?
What are the pitfalls of this solution?
Can I solve this problem without AI?
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